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How does Kendi distinguish between segregationists, assimilationists, and antiracists?

How does Kendi define a racist idea? Has his definition impacted how you think about racist
ideas?

'ﬁ'.Kendi writes thar he was taught “the popular folktale of racism: that ignorant and hateful '

“people had"produced racistideas, and that these racist people had instituted racist policies.”

: ~Kendi argues rather, that the relatronshrp isas follows: racist policies led to racist ideas,

e which led to |gnorance and hate. Why |s thrs drstmctron |mportant and what does it mean
_toyou‘7 : & S "

%ﬁ o

S What are curse theory and cllmate theery'? How were they used to justrfy the |dea of Blaek;_ 3

modern world" -

| Howﬂrd COttonMatherf' itanism to
do you think Kend Matherias characterto profrle?
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What passages or ideas from Part | were most memorable to you?

Explain the sngnlflcance of the historical debate between monogeneS|s and polygenesls as
’r’{'-'theorles of human orlgm How was the Iatter used to justify racism? :

‘.Whaf does' Kendi mean by “uplift suasion” as a strategy for racial pro.gress? How does he
- critique the idea? Do you see instances of it today in messages from political leaders?

o Phillis Wheatley, celebrated as a 'f'“eenaige:”po‘e’t"was jusfone example of someone put
. forward to, as Kendi writes, showcase Black capacity for Whiteness, for human equallty,;_ A
- for. somethmg other than sIavery How was ihls idea of rare Blaek exeellence used 1o

- perpetuate racist ideas? S

’ How do assnn itionists suggest mal _mgramal progress" Why does Kend| crmelze thls :

How dld a raclst portrayal of Afrlca often presented as hackward or as savage wh|Ie its
: _.,hlstorlcal cwlllzatlons and acoo" "pﬁshments were: downplayed shape the. experlence of -
Black Amerlcans and White expect mns"LWhy was the proposed solutlon of colonlzatlon :
advocated hy the likes fferson?andvlmeoln destmed for fallure? S S
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Why do you think Kendi chose to frame Part Il around Thomas Jefferson, who Kendi
calls “the nation’s most famous anti-slavery anti- -abolitionist"? Does Kendi’s portrayal of
Jefferson change the way you think about our founding fathers?

What passages or ideas from Part Il were most memorable to you?

’% How were hyper sexuahzatlon and other raotst views around sex and the Black hody used.
S o margmahze Blaok Amerleans? l':an you thmk of ewdenoe that these wews have perslsted
ftoday? S s '

gt Forthe hook’s t|tIe Kendl seleoted aquotefroman 1860 speech hythen SenatorJefferson-“ -
* Davis claiming that the_vmequahtyot the white and black races” was “stamped from the

- beginning.” Hoy | react to this quote? In what ways does it emphasue Kendi's WIderJ; ,
e argomeht? . - | ' S

‘Why wasthe stratef of—'sehlfrsaontloe.;pushed as a way to make raolal progress" What is it
Kendlsorlttque'7 S0 e 3

How were the as of Socil Da

ini andthephrasesurvwatotthe fittest” embraced
andusedhyelltesand' Sl R
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‘Kendi identifies what he calls the “persuasive, though racist, abolitionist theory that
slavery made Black people inferior.” What is the key distinction between acknowledging
that slavery was dehumanizing and arguing that slavery did dehumanize Black people? ,.

Why do you think Kendi chose to frame Part Ill around William Lloyd Garrison, desplte
Garrison holdmg the view that slavery made Blacks inferior to Whites?

- ?:-‘Whatpassages or ideas from Part lll were most memorable to you?

, .Consmer the Iong h|story of housmg dlscnmlnatlon against Black Amerleans from: A
&t avatlahlltty of mertgages 1o hleekbustmg te redllntng set agalnst the tendency by some

Amerlcans'?

| Kendt cr|t|e|zes chtef Jus’?ie‘"’Wa; | ;pinlon in Brewnv Bnard af Educatmn for. argumg -
that separateBtack ducat ,{_\_’_’al taethttes were mherently unequal and inferior because =
Black studentsvrwere-net;betng exposed 10 Wh|te students Kendl then notes Thow th|s :
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interpretation led to the assimilationist solution of forced one- way busing. What do you
make of this critique? ‘

I n 1961, Kendi writes, “To Kill a Mockingbird ... became the Uncle Tom’s Cabin of the civil |

rights movement, rousing millions of readers for the racial struggle through the amazing
. power of racist ideas.” Kendi notes Atticus Finch as an example of the White savior
~narrative. Does this change the way you think of the now-classic novel? Do yeu*notice that
?f‘t‘repe' reflected in modern entertainment? - |

g@ Why do you think Kendi chose to frame Part IV around W.E.B.Du Bors‘7 How did Du Bois’s
. - views transform over his life in the drrectron of helng antrracrst" What Iessons can we take
o _' from the evolutron of his thrnkrng? NEes Fo!

.. Wh_atb‘ase‘ageSer'.ideag;trijrn.,'Ratt |Vweremestmemerahle to you?

drscrtmrnatron" Why dees Kendr hrghlrght the drfterence between eneeuragrng a Blaek
S rndrvrdual (or non Black rndivrdual) o take mere responsrhrlrty and generalrzrng to teIl
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of 10 tests, standardized tests, and grade point averages. What are the potential flaws in
using such metrics? ~

On election night in 2008, Kendi writes, many celebrating Barack Obama’s victory were_ :
“most of all . . . enraptured by the antiracist potential of a Black president.” After reading
Stamped from the Beginning , how do you refI ect on President Gbama’s time in offrce and

-:-'—i}hts Iegacy"

In the book’s conclusron Kendi writes that “there will come a time when Americans will
- realize that the onIy thing wrong with Black people i is that they think something is wrong
- fiwrth Black people a theme Kendr hammers home throughout the hook Why do you thmk'
b place S0 much emphasrs on th|s pomt" W 3 - ~

W do fyou;:think-fKenqt;ch-qs_g tfo.f:fra;mg»l!jafr_tji{j._a_rouhd;Angela Davis and her antiracist life?

o Why does Kendr draw a sharp dtstin: : 'dn.hetween hemg antrractst and hemg notra;cis._t‘”? | )

What do you thmk"aho
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What does it mean to have reckoned with Kendi’s sweepmg hlstory of racist ideas? What
are your overall impressions of his argument?

Since Stamped from the Beginning was published in Ap.ril 2016, Donald Trump wes elected - |

~president and Black Lives Matter protests have emerged worldwide. How does Kendi's hook
- . helpyou interpret the current moment?

- Howdoyou consider Stamped from the Beginning in the context of the coronavirus
o _pandemie?._ How do_es“'race intersect wi_th a public health crisis?

L_ }“Power cannot be persuaded away from |ts self mterest Kendl wrltes “An antlraelst; :
o America can only he guaranteed if prmeipled antlraelsts arein power " How can you asan
mdmdual engage produetlvely te |mprove raeerelatlons" How can you and your commumty‘_

g

- “help Amerlea
books/rewew 2
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Roberts, Dorothy. Fatal Invention: How Science, Polmcs and Blg Busmess
Re-create Race in the Twenty-First Century.

Model, Suzanne. West Indian Immigrants: A Black Success Story?

- .. Muhammad, Khalil Gibran. The Condemnation of Blackness: Race, Crime,
- and the Making of Modern Urban America.

 Hurston, Zora Neale. Their Eyes Were Watching God.

" Hughes, Langston. The Negro Artist and the Racial Mountain.

| M‘drrigon, Toi. The Bluest Eye .

~~~~~~

3 I,Thunnan,WaIIace The Biacker the‘Berry

~ America.
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Robinson, Cedric J. Black Marxism: The Makmg of the Black Radical
Tradition.

Joseph, Peniel E. Waiting ’til the Midnight Hour: A Narrative History of Black
Power in America.

Taylor, Keeanga-Yamahtta (editor). How We Get Free: Black Feminism and
?j‘fhe Combahee River CoMecﬁve

B

Mock Janet Hedefmmg Realness My Path to Womanhood ldenmy, Love and
e SaMuch More e T

- Edim, Glory (edltor) WeM Read Black Glrl Fmdmg Our Stones Dlscovermg
- Ourselves |

Abu-Jamal, Munia, Life from Death Row.

Mass Incarceration in the Age of
Colorblindnqs”? EaR ARG T e
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Angelou, Maya. | Know Why the Caged Bird Srngs.
Baldvrin, James. The Fire Next Time.
Baldwin, James. Go Tell It on the Mountain.

t-:'—ngIight, David'. Frederick,Douglass: Prophefof Freedom.

'_Burdewrch Fergus M. Bound for Canaan The Underground Rarlroad and the
War for the Soul of Amerrca

; ;f,ﬁ o 4v_ . L:

= : Co"ates, Ta4NEhisi. Between the W_Oﬂd__aﬁd Me

i Cuates Ta-Neh|3| “The Gase for Reparatmns o TheAﬂannc

DaVIs AngeIaY Women_, RaceandClass 38

\ "Douglass Frederlck., NarranvenfrhaufeofFrederrck Douglass an Amerrcan S
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Du Bois, W. E. B. Black Reconstruction in America. 5

Du Bo.is, W.‘E. B. The Souls of Black Folk. |

Ellis, Joseph J. Americen Sphinx: The Character of Thomas Jefferson.
5 Foner Erlc The Ft'eryT_n'al: Abraham Linceln and American Slavery.

e :Fone"r,' "Er'ic; | HeCohstruction: America’s Unfi nished Revolution.

| }Gates Henry Loms The Trtals of Phylhs Wheatley Amertca s First Black Poet
o and Her Encounters with the Foundmg Fathers = =

. _Gt'd_di‘hgé;P}aula: Ida: A Sword Amongmn:
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a5 Fondi
Marable, Manning. Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention.

Marable, Manning. Race, Reform, and Rebellion: The Second Hecenstrucﬁon
and Beyond in Black America, 1945-2006.

.. Roberts, Dorothy. Killing the Black Body: Race Reproduction, and the Mean-_ |
: '}mg of leerty

; ;:Silve”r'r'nan.,i Kenneth. The Life and Times» o‘f Cotton Mather. :

x @‘ }Stevenson Bryan Just Mercy A Story of Jusnce and Redempnon

' Thomas Hugh The Slave Trade The Story of the Aﬂannc Slave Trade
i l440 1870 A
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